April 2025

NEWSLETTER

The Arts Society of West Suffolk SEETY o

Next Meeting: Tuesday 6th May
Blackbourne Community Centre, EImswell
Doors open 10 am for Welcoming Coffee/Tea
10.45 am The Two Gustavs - Mahler and Klimt ... Gavin Plumley

" Gustav Klimt and his colleagues broke away from the imperially endorsed art institutions in Vienna in
T@Ei* 1897 and founded the Secession In this year, Gustav Mahler arrived to take charge of the Opera House

in the city. A comparison of these two totemic fin de siecle talents, placing Klimt and Mahler in context,
asking what links and, indeed, divides them.

Gavin Plumley is a half-Welsh, half-English writer, broadcaster and cultural historian whose specialties

|| include Central European music, art and culture during the 19th and 20th centuries. He studied music
at Keble College, Oxford. His first book, A Home for All Seasons is out now, while other projects include
Klimt and the Kiss in cinemas worldwide and on Sky Arts. Gavin is currently working on a new book
about Vienna 1900.

Gavin writes in newspapers and magazines including regularly contributing to Country Life. He appears
frequently on BBC Radio 3 BBC Radio 4 and Monocle 24. He lectures widely and is an accredited The Arts Society.
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Three different artists. Three different backgrounds. One common
denominator - their sex.

Sarah Burles’ riveting lecture covered the lives and work of the female pioneers of the Impressionist movement. Berthe Mori-
sot, Marie Bracquemond and, the American Mary Cassatt fought against the prejudices of the French artistic establishment
based not only on their stylistic choices but also their gender. Morisot, whose sister was also a painter, became noted for her
intimate portraits, Cassatt for her extravagant use of colour and Bracquemond, the least known of the trio, although a pupil of
Ingres, for her Renoiresque scenes. Morisot and Cassatt both had privileged backgrounds. Braquemond, came from a poor

family in Brittany and married a rather less talented painter, which limited her career.
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